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About the Nearly Zero-Energy Building Strategy 2020 — (ZEBRA 2020)

Sustainability of the European society and economy will be based on renewable energy and high
resource efficiency. For the building sector, this implies the large scale deployment of nearly zero-
energy buildings (nZEB). European legislation (recast Energy Performance of Buildings Directive)
makes nZEBs a standard for new buildings by 2020. Therefore, the key objective of ZEBRA2020 is to
monitor the market uptake of nZEBs across Europe and provide data and as well as
recommendations on how to reach a high level nZEB standard. The resulting ZEBRA2020
observatory for nZEBs will be based on market studies and various data tools and will thereby

generate data and evidence for policy evaluation and improvement.
ZEBRA2020 covers 17 European countries and about 89% of the European building stock and
population. Thus, it is actively contributing to meeting the ambitious target of 100%- share of nZEBs

for new buildings from 2020 and a substantial increase of deep nZEB renovations.

Learn more at www.zebra2020.eu
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1. INTRODUCTION

European legislation (Energy Performance of Buildings Directive) makes nZEBs a standard by 2020.
The technology is already available and proven; however, the large-scale uptake of nZEB
construction and renovation will be a big challenge for all market actors and stakeholders involved.
A substantial gap in reliable data on current market activities makes it difficult for policy-makers to
evaluate the success of their policies and measures. Therefore, the objective of this report is to
develop appropriate criteria for monitoring and measuring the market maturity towards nearly
zero-energy buildings in the EU-Member States. As the intention is to do this monitoring and
measuring for several periods and not just once in order to see the speed of development, this is
called “tracking” the market maturity. This goes far beyond just counting the number of nearly zero-
energy buildings in the Member States, which is already done in the national plans for increasing the
number of nearly zero-energy buildings according to EPBD Article 9. Rather it is planned to assess
the necessary market conditions for increasing the number of nZEB. For this purpose, a selection of
possible criteria which will be analysed and monitored frequently is presented in this chapter. The
analysis of each of these criteria will identify strengths and weaknesses of each Member State’s
markets and thus allow to define an overall framework for deriving recommendations on how to
accelerate the market transformation towards nZEB at both policy level (for policy makers) and
realisation level (for building market actors as constructors, designers, ESCOs, etc.).

Therefore, our approach has two steps:

1) | —








































































